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Campbell v. Acuff-Rose (1994)
Fair use: a rap parody of "Pretty Woman".

The rap group 2 Live Crew made a song called "Pretty Woman" that borrowed the bass riff,
much of the tune and some lyrics from Roy Orbison's "Oh, Pretty Woman." 2 Live Crew
seemed to have 2 strikes against them. They used a lot of the song, and their use was
"commercial." The Supreme Court said that even so, this could be fair use. They saw the
song as a parody. It "juxtaposes the romantic musings of a man whose fantasy comes true,
with degrading taunts, a bawdy demand for sex, and a sigh of relief from paternal
responsibility." Because the song was a parody, 2 Live Crew was also allowed to copy more
of it — as effective parodies need to "conjure up the original."
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The Court of Appeals held
Suntrust v. qutt:is;x:mq be fair use:
Houghton Randallcould have.
iffli Author Alice Randall wrote a | specifically criticized Gone
ITHHN (2001)
Eai y parody of Gone with the Wind with the Wind without
bl “dse' ? criticizing its romanticized ggg::i‘gr'":g e
parody o depiction of slavery and the | :
“Gone with the  antebelum South, andin e o
san 0ing so allu (o] = comment upon or criticize
Wlncli from a copyrighted characters and fFRANKLY MY DE;_QR,\ another work by
slave's point of  scenes from Gone with the ~ THEY_SHOULDN 2 appropriating elements of
view Wind. @E GNENADAMN'/the original..."
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Harper & Row v. Nation Enterprises
(1985)
Not a fair use: scooping President
Ford's memoirs.

12 9
v [ pUb't

w O! C, & % P of 13 , 6

T'he Nation,

==_="Time Magazine agreed to purchase the exclusive right to print a
i j‘_ W _pre-publication excerpt of ex-president Ford's autobiography.
. ¥ Before Time's article came out, the political magazine The Nation
; i |gt:,lt an unauthorized copy of the manuscript. The Nation published
lits own article, which included 300-400 words from Ford's
*autoblography about his decision to pardon President Nixon. The
Supreme Court said this was not a fair use. Why? The memoirs had
not been published yet, and authors have a right to decide whether
and when their work will be published. The Court found that The
Nation had “effectively arrogated to itself the right of first
publication” for the purpose of “scooping” Time's planned article.
(Time then canceled the article.) The Court also said that the parts
of Ford's book used, though small, were its “heart” — the most
(3 n powerful and interesting part.
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